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According to a news report made to public last month, there were quite a num-
ber of travel agencies joining hands with educational centres to arrange kinder-
garteners to Europe for summer study tours. The point is parents who have great
ambitions for their children are totally willing to spend tens of thousands and take
annual leaves just to accompany their child to a so-called “eye-opening” trip.
Here you can see a story quite on the contrary: seven little kids won a free trip to
Oxford with their outstanding performance at the “RWI| Ambassador Programme”
initiated by the Oxford University Press China. Yes, as a Chinese proverb goes, it
is better o travel ten thousand miles than to read ten thousand books. “Yellow Bus
Light” was glad to be invited to Oxford to cover this fun-filled four-day study tour
which had certainly widened the horizons of these children.
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o the University of Oxford, and aolso the world's
largest university press, which has been internationally acclaimed
with: diverse publications. of varicus cofegories worldwide. Reod
Write Inc. [RWI) by Oxford, whese cerriculum is designed bosed
on synthetic phonics, is developed to help children cged four or
obove to learn and master the listening, speaking, reading and
writing skills of English effectively. The programme is sought-after
in the United Kingdom with 4,000 schools adopting it in the formal
curriculum.. Brought to Hong Kong in 2007, it hos now become
a daily part of the curriculum of over 40 locol conventional and
international schools in addition to accredited learning cenires.

2011 marks the 50th anniversary of OUP China, whose headquariers
is in Hong Kong. Spending nearly o yeor on preporafions and
selection, the "RWI Ambassador Programme™ aims to reward students
with brilliant performance in the RWI by Oxford by providing them
with an opportunity to pay o visit o the University of Oxford and o
meet Ruth Miskin, the author of RWI, for an inspirational and eye-
opening study tour in which they can totally indulge themselves in
the academic atmosphere of Oxford ond broaden their horizons. To
get admitted by this world-acclaimed institute, outstanding academic
ochievements are @ must, and these seven world's youngest exchange
students of the University of Oxford were also selecied ofter rounds
of assessments and interviews. After a 12-hour long-haul Hight, seven
RWI ombossadors who siood out from over 200 participonis arrived
at Oxford with their parents, kicking off the four-daythreenight
Ouxford study tour for o unique learning experience.

At the ages of only five and six, the seven RWI1 ambassadors were
all pleased to talk to nofive speakers in English fluenily even though
for most of them, it was just their first frip to the UK. At Onuford
University Press, they played gomes with student ambassadaors from
the University of Oxford and ottended an exclusive phonics class
taught by Ruth Miskin, author of RWI. Ruth Miskin, a friendly teacher
with o big smile on her foce, got aleng very well with the kids and
taught them to decode inexistent words made up by her and figure
out their pronunciations, praising the bright RWI embassadors for
their infelligence and English proficiency. The children enjoyed the
lesson so much thot they paid ropt aftention fo every word Ruth
Miskin said, applied what they had learnt from the RWI programme
over the past months and answered all the questions raised by
Ruth. Each given o litle gradvation hood and gown, the seven RWI
ambassadors excitedly and delightedly took pictures with Ruth on
the verdant grassland of the University of Oxford to celebrote their
fruitful learning cutcome.
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the seven RWI| ombassadors couldn’t help but
feel very excited. Flying all the way to Oxford, another must-do
apart from attending the too-good-to-miss class was of course
going sightseeing and understanding this historical city. The
student ambassadors of the University of Oxford took the
children and parents for a traditional Oxford activity — punting
on the River Cherwell, enjoying the begufiful scenery along the
river on the one hand, while having a close encounter with the
swans and ducks in the water on the ofher.

After punting, the children were taken to other londmarks of
the Oxford city which tell iis long-standing history. The RWI
ambassadors queved up to enter the Christ Church, one of
the colleges of the University of Oxford where a countless
number of talents hove been nurtured. Followed the footsteps
of the student aombassadors of the University of Oxford,
children and porents were brought into The Great Hall,
the reallife location of the dining halls in the Harry Potter
film series. The seven RWI ambassodors even threw their
graduation caps in front of the Sheldonian Theatre where
the grond university ceremonies toke place, to signify their
outsianding performance over the past year. The last stop
was the Oxford University Museum of Natural History, where
the most complete remains of o single dodo ore exhibited.
The children were also curious to see the fossils of various
animals including dinesours, crocediles ond eagles, marking
a complete end io the rewarding study tour.
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Many parents spare nothing ond go to great lengths in order to inspire their child to love leaming English, or at least
not io be scared of speaking English. Ruth' Miskin the experienced and devoted education consultant in the UK thereby
developed the leading-edge Reod Write Inc. based on synthetic phonics with the purpose of helping children master

English in an effective and innovative woy. As revealed in its name, Read Write Inc. is on inteqrated reading and writing
g oy 2] g

programme structured based on synthefic phonics in which children are taught to first learn the 44 pure sounds ond blend
the letters or lefigr groups into a word systemically for the sake of enhancing their English proficiency, especially reading
and writing ability. Students are asked to read a passage for three fimes during the class for three different purposes: first
for decoding, second for comprehension ond third for reading flvently. They will be paired up for discussion ond toke
turns to teach each other the way 1o breck the codes of specific words, which also help improve listening and speaking
skills. Ruth Miskin pointed jout, "It will be easier for children to ecquire recding skills than writing as the lotter is woy
more demanding.” This is why she suggests kids to stort off by reading and try to opply the vocabulary they have learnt
from siory books to compose simple sentences or short paragraphs of the next stage. It is through step-by-step learning
that children will fall in love with English ond build a solid foundation for English leaming.
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Davis (six years old) and daddy
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